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and prevent them from coining near the village, and
apparently the present idea is that they will be satiated
with rice and blood and not want to do any mischief.
The original idea was possibly quite different; but this
seems to be the intention of the ceremony in modern
times.
On the next day, early in the morning, the clay
image and the pot are washed and smeared afresh with
turmeric and kunkuma. Incense and coiled rice are
then offered as on other days, and the pot 5s taken in
procession round the village. When this has been
done, about midday, each householder brings his offer-
ing of boiled rice, cakes, fruits and flowers, and, in
addition, the village as a whole contributes about two
hundred or more seers of rice, which is boiled near the
pandal. All these offerings are placed in a heap before
the image. Then, Erst, a sheep or a buffalo is offered
on behalf of the whole village. Having been duly
washed, and smeared with turmeric and kunkuma, and
decorated with inargosa leaves, its head is cut on: by a
Madiga. The blood is allowed to flow on the ground,
and some loose earth is thrown upon it to cover it up.
The head is offered to the image by the headman of the
village. After this various householders, even Brah-
mans and Bunniahs, bring animals for sacrifice. All are
killed by a Madiga, and then the heads are all presented
and placed in, a heap before the goddess. Sometimes
an extraordinary number of animals is sacrificed on occa-
sions of this kind, as many as a thousand sheep on a
single day. In a village like Gudivada the number of
victims is, of course, far less. The question of prece-
dence in the offering of victims constantly gives rise to
quarrels among the leading villagers. When I was
once visiting Gudivada, there was a case pending be-
fore the tahsildar^ i.e. the sub-divisional magistrate,
between a zamindar, landowner, and a village munsiff,
Le. a village magistrate, about this knotty point. The
heads are taken away by the pujaris, potters, washer-
men, barbers, Malas and Madigas, and others who take
any official part in the sacrifice. The carcasses of the